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all of President Eisenhower who last night spoke to the Republican convention from his hospital room in 
Washington suffered his sixth heart attack early today here is a report from NBC News correspondent Robert 
Gorski at Walter Reed Army Medical Center last night after preach having a speech to the convention 
delegates and then watching television coverage of the event for about an hour the general retired feeling 
well he had a good night's sleep but at 6:15 this morning a pain in the chest developed and doctors 
diagnosed it as a heart attack the doctors don't see any connection between last night's speech and his 
present cardiac condition at the moment mr. Eisenhower is resting comfortably and is free of pain his 
attending physicians are obviously concerned about his condition they say any individual who has sustained 
a recent heart attack is considered to be seriously ill they prescribed complete bed rest a low-salt liquid diet 
because those are being restricted to members of the immediate family the son John who stood in for the 
general at Miami Beach last night flew back to Washington and visited him this afternoon mr. Eisenhower's 
doctors were asked about a prognosis they answered it is guarded Robert gronski NBC News of the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington in Washington Walter Reed Hospital said General Eisenhower 
had passed the immediate critical period after his sixth heart attack but he is 77 years old and they said his 
convalescence surely would be a long one the general is in the Presidential Suite here in Ward 8 on the third 
floor of Walter Reed General Hospital he is not in the intensive care section of the hospital because there is 
intensive care equipment in the presidential suite a team of four doctors is in constant attendance with him or 
nearby are mrs. Eisenhower and the generals son John mrs. Eisenhower has been staying at the hospital 
than John Eisenhower was called to his father's bedside this afternoon the heart attack occurred at 1:25 p.m. 
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the heart attack occurred at 1:25 p.m. Eastern time later major George Foster of the Walter Reed staff read 
the only medical bulletin issued so far general eisenhower sustained another serious heart attack at 1:25 this 
afternoon prior to this attack the journal was feeling well was in excellent spirits and had been progressing 
satisfactorily his condition at this report is stable a doctor's interpret this episode as serious but have not as 
yet appraised as full consequences General Eisenhower who is 77 years old has suffered four heart attacks 
this year one in April one in June and including today's to this month it is this quickening series of attacks 
that is causing considerable anxiety here in the past 13 years he has had a total of seven heart attacks in 
1956 while serving as president he was brought here to Walter Reed Hospital for a major emergency 
operation in which an intestinal block was removed this was the famous nearly itis operation also while in the 
White House the general suffered a mild stroke that was 1957 during the past three years General 
Eisenhower has been a patient here at Walter Reed eight times being treated for arthritis gastroenteritis 
dental work and his heart condition he was last admitted here two months ago following a heart attack and 
has been here since last week though he was well enough to record on television tape an address to the 
Republican National Convention those who were with him that evening recalled that he seemed in excellent 


spirits laughing and joking with people and in reasonable health those who saw his televised appearance will 
recall his famous smile one Hospital official who was with him on that occasion said he looked so healthy 
that it seemed to indicate nothing but recovery for this very resilient man nevertheless this afternoon General 
Eisenhower in his 77th year was stricken again the doctors say he is in serious condition that they 
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he is in serious condition that they have not yet appraised the full consequences of this latest attack and the 
hospital says it does not plan any further medical bulletins into the ten o'clock tomorrow morning unless they 
add gravely it becomes necessary and we don't know anymore no critical condition and since last night has 
had more episodes of irregular heartbeat or spasm and his condition grows steadily worse his doctors have 
used a device called a pacemaker sending small electrical impulses into the heart to try to keep it beating 
smoothly and evenly but they say it has failed work and so has been removed and the prognosis is uncertain 
some further details for NBC News correspondent Jeffrey Pond at Walter Reed Hospital late today the 
condition of the former president had declined the afternoon's statement by his doctors did not clearly say so 
but their answer to a news man's written question did the doctors were asked whether his condition had 
worsened and they said it had gradually have shown by the continued recurrence of the irregular heartbeat 
General Eisenhower had more major disturbances in the heart's rhythm throughout the day the spasms were 
halted by use of a de Philibert ater a device that transmitted electric shock through the chest to the heart the 
doctor said they had stopped using an electric pacemaker inserted in the heart and had removed it because 
it had failed to restore the heart muscles normal rhythm ending the irregular heartbeat is crucial because 
when it happens the heart does not pump enough blood and oxygen to the brain however General 
Eisenhower apparently no evidence of brain damage and the doctors said he remained alert he was able to 
eat a light breakfast and a light lunch he chatted with those around him and had visits from his wife Mamie 
and other members of his family the next regular medical report is expected later this evening again 
generalized Mauer remains in critical condition Jeffrey Pond NBC News Walter Reed Army 
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Jeffrey Pond NBC News Walter Reed Army Medical Center spittle said late today General Eisenhower was 
resting comfortably and that there were some small grounds for optimism though his situation remained 
critical general Eisenhower's doctor said this morning he'd had disturbing new episodes of heart irregularity a 
very serious sign they said and in the late afternoon they said his condition remained the same unchanged 
and still critical general Eisenhower's doctors said today there were some encouraging signs that his heart 
irregularity had lessened but they said he was still in critical condition and the future remained uncertain 
former President Eisenhower's doctors reported today there has been no further increase since this morning 
and the extra heartbeats he is experienced his condition still is critical but he is resting comfortably former 
President Eisenhower's doctors today expressed what they call cautious optimism over his condition for the 
first time since he suffered his seventh heart attack 11 days ago but he still experiences heart irregularities 
and his condition still is listed as critical General Eisenhower was taken off the critical list today but his doctor 
said his condition is serious and that the long range outlook for recovery from his seventh heart attack 
remains guarded the American ambassador to general Eisenhower's condition still is serious he is not 
allowed to sit up in bed or read newspapers but his doctors say he is making progress and medical bulletins 
now will be issued only once a day doctors at Walter Reed Army Medical Center today reported continuing 
improvement in the condition of former President Eisenhower they said his spirits are excellent and he has 
begun to read in bed Walter Reed Army Medical Center reported today that former President Eisenhower 
had a good night last night and his continues to be favorable he now is allowed to sit up in bed for longer 
periods the Russian soul General Eisenhower has progressed so well after his seventh heart attack his 
doctors now 
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his seventh heart attack his doctors now say they will stop issuing daily bulletins unless there is some 
important change in the meantime he is sitting up in bed in good spirits entertaining himself reading cowboy 
stories general Eisenhower's doctor said he had made excellent progress a miraculous turnabout they called 
it that he is out of oxygen sits up in a chair each day has a good appetite they don't let him read or tune in the 
news yet because most of the news these days is so grim but the doctors give him a daily briefing on what's 
happening and most of it he probably would rather not hear General Douglas MacArthur once made a 
remark about General Eisenhower that he meant to be unkind its point was that Eisenhower had never done 
very much and the proof MacArthur said was that he had no enemies well at least the last part is true since 
even those who thought he was something short of a great president never really disliked him and he 
probably was the most widely popular president in this generation today is his birthday he's 78 still in Walter 
Reed hospital recovering from his seventh heart attack he had recovered enough today to stand at the 
window of his room a few minutes while the US Army Band played for him on the hospital lawn [Music] 
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[Music] Eisenhower's record is formidable he has survived two wars to terms in the White House assorted 
surgery one stroke seven heart attacks and 78 long years General Eisenhower has had seven heart attacks 
a stroke and a variety of surgery and he's 78 years old even though after his latest surgery for an intestinal 
blockage his doctors say he is making remarkable progress is recovering smoothly and today he was sitting 
up in bed reading a cowboy story General Eisenhower has developed pneumonia extremely dangerous to an 
elderly patient confined to the bed the hospital says he is generally weaker and his doctor said tonight the 
pneumonia put a considerable strain on his heart general Frederick Hughes the commanding officer of 
Walter Reed Hospital told newsmen about general Eisenhower's condition since the last bulletin general 
Eisenhower's condition has remained essentially unchanged he's resting comfortably his pneumonia is being 
treated vigorously with appropriate antibiotics he continues to receive intravenous feedings and medication 
and oxygen by nasal catheter his heart action is being constantly monitored his cardiac status has remained 
stable throughout the day mrs. Eisenhower has visited with the general 
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Eisenhower has visited with the general frequently David and Julie Eisenhower have kept a pre scheduled 
appointment and have also visited briefly with general and mrs. Eisenhower thank you the general has 
survived a series of illnesses that probably would have killed most people seven heart attacks a stroke illy itis 
and repeated surgery most recently an abdominal operation at the age of 78 generalize an hour after 7/7 
heart attacks one stroke a variety of surgery and now pneumonia is making what his doctors called gratifying 
progress he is back on solid food and improving former President Eisenhower has overcome his bout with 
pneumonia without hurting his heart anymore his doctors today said his progress is favorable and f1 former 
President Eisenhower continues to recover from surgery and pneumonia the commanding officer of Walter 
Reed Army Hospital said today the general Eisenhower is making such good progress but he is expected to 
get out of bed and sit up in a chair in a few days for the general still has not passed the critical period 
following surgery to remove an intestinal obstruction himself tour continues his recovery from surgery and 
pneumonia he now is eating solid food and sitting up in a chair every day but government today their reports 
in Washington that generalize know as doctors now are more concerned than ever about his condition it was 
learned at last Saturday he suffered what they called a temporary congestive heart failure the staff of Walter 
Reed Army Hospital issued a discouraging medical bulletin today yet said during the weekend General 
Eisenhower has grown progressively weaker the 78 year old former president now requires constant oxygen 
and other medical support following the attack of congestive heart failure on the 15th of this month the 
hospital has again said it set up its round-the-clock news operation edit army doctors said this afternoon that 
former 
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doctors said this afternoon that former President Eisenhower remains in critical condition but has shown no 
deterioration in the last 24 hours a medical bulletin from Walter Reed Hospital said Mr Eisenhower is resting 
somewhat more comfortably today despite continued evidences of congestive heart failure here's a report 
from NBC News correspondent Douglas Kiker spokesmen here a travel read are being extremely cautious in 
describing general Eisenhower's condition but private heart specialists say their reports sound ominous that 
probably General Eisenhower is suffering a more sustained heart failure this time the seven heart attacks the 
general suffered before this have so weakened his heart muscle that it simply doesn't have this think the 
pump all the blood his body needs as a result blood collects and the heart chambers and in the lungs and 
because the kidneys fail when the heart fails the body becomes congested with salt water water read 
spokesman say that General Eisenhower is suffering from a severe congestive heart failure and is receiving 
vigorous therapy all in all that doesn't sound good but this isn't the first time General Eisenhower has been 
close to death and has pulled through today Brigadier General Frederic Hughes the commanding officer here 
at ralpher read summed it up when he said this man's stamina is astounding and so is his will to live Douglas 
Kuiper NBC News at Walter Reed Army Hospital ters say his condition is critical they were asked how long 
he could survive his congestive heart failure and they said the answer was uncertain that was earlier today 
tonight in another medical bulletin they said there had been no improvement and they said his failure to 
respond to treatment over the last few days was as they put it an unfavorable sign generalize now arrested 
more comfortably today his doctor said and they added in a report late today that there was no evidence of 
any further deterioration of the congestive heart failure from which he's suffering NBC 
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failure from which he's suffering NBC News correspondent Douglas kaika reports as by no means an 
optimistic report General Eisenhower remains gravely ill even so it was the first report in several days that 
could be described as even slightly encouraging Brigadier General Frederic Hughes the commanding officer 
at Walter Reed made this afternoon's announcement Eisenhower has rested more comfortably today there is 
no evidence at this time of further deterioration or progression of a congestive heart failure his breathing 
appears to be somewhat easier this afternoon he remains generally weak and has slept for longer periods 
today he has taken some semi-solid nourishment mrs. Eisenhower and members of the immediate family 
have visited and converse with a general for short periods General Eisenhower died today his death was 
peaceful and natural he was 78 years old and it was the end of a life so filled with accomplishment and 
achievement and honors even though it was a long life it could hardly have held any more down to the end 
he remained one of the most popular of all Americans last year it was widely said and perhaps accurately 
that if he had been a little younger and healthier and had it been legally possible he could have been elected 
president again he survived seven heart attacks a stroke and a variety of surgery but finally today his heart 
was so weakened it could no longer function and he died of congestive heart failure the announcement came 
from general Frederick Hughes Commandant of the Walter Reed Army Hospital general of the Army Dwight 
David Eisenhower 34th President of the United States died quietly at 12:25 this afternoon after a 


00:18:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LxNJZCtql0s&t=1080s 





quietly at 12:25 this afternoon after a long and heroic struggle against overwhelming illness his passing was 
peaceful and he experienced no distress mrs. Eisenhower and the immediate family were nearby President 
Nixon former presidents Truman and Johnson and general Eisenhower's brothers have been notified the 
commanding general Military District of Washington has responsibility for all the arrangements for the state 
funeral it is the wish of the eisenhower family that in lieu of flowers friends will recall charities of their choice 
or those of prime interest to general eisenhower during his lifetime these are as follows and they will be 
handed out to you the eisenhower exchange fellowships eisenhower college people-to-people program 
freedoms Foundation and the Dwight David Eisenhower Research Fund for cerebral palsy President Nixon 
went out to the hospital when he heard the news NBC News correspondent Douglas Kiker has been 
standing by at the hospital these last several days and here is his report President Nixon left the White 
House as soon as he learned of the death | went to the hospital to pay his respects to the Eisenhower family 
within was the first lady and their daughter Patricia they stayed half an hour later the president proclaimed 


Monday as a national day of mourning then accompanied by his wife he left Washington to spend the 
weekend at Camp David presidential retreat in nearby Maryland there was no surprise really no shock here 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
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here at Walter Reed Army Medical Center when general Eisenhower's death was announced this afternoon 
he was a very sick man and a very great man and he had been so close to death so many times before that 
all the arrangements had been made far in advance his family his friends all his old comrades were prepared 
for it the generals fatal illness began 13 days ago congestive heart failure that means simply that his heart 
gave out on him that his heart so weakened by seven previous heart attacks simply lacked the strength to 
pump the blood his body needed when that happens the lungs and the heart chambers slowly fill up with 
blood and the body slowly becomes congested with saltwater so for 13 days General Eisenhower fought 
death but every day he grew progressively weaker and reports on his condition grew progressively bleaker 
until last night when unexpectedly there seemed to be some slight improvement the doctor said he was 
resting more comfortably breathing easier and at the slow deterioration of his heart appeared to have halted 
but this morning was a different matter the doctor said his condition had considerably worsened overnight a 
little later they said his course was continuing almost imperceptibly downhill and then a little later came the 
announcement of death Douglass kaikura NBC News of the Walter Reed Army Medical Center here are the 
funeral plans tomorrow the generals body will be taken to the Washington National Cathedral there'll be a 
brief service for the family and it'll lie in repose there for 24 hours Sunday afternoon it'll be moved by hearse 
from the Cathedral toward the Capitol until it reaches the White House where it'll be transferred to a horse- 
drawn Kayson and will then go to the Capitol to lie in state in the rotunda until Monday on Monday back to 
the Cathedral for a funeral service at the end of the railroad station for a special train carrying it to Abilene 
Kansas which the general always call home all of this will be seen live on NBC television there in Abilene 
about 
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NBC television there in Abilene about halfway across the country he will be buried on Wednesday gen2 
former American presidents today issued messages of condolence and tribute to the late 34th president 
dwight d eisenhower former President Johnson said America will be a lonely land without him but America 
will always be a better nation because | quiz with us when America needed him former President Truman 
said General Eisenhower and | became political opponents but before that we were comrades in arms and | 
cannot forget his services to his country and to Western civilization president de Gaulle of France announced 
that he will attend general Eisenhower's funeral UN Secretary General thought called him one of the great 
leaders of our time and the blue and white UN flag was lowered to half-staff this afternoon General Omar 
Bradley recalled his old West Point class made a dedicated completely selfless American British Field 
Marshal Lord Montgomery said | am very distressed | want to be left alone now and in New York restaurant 
owner John Schwartz general Eisenhower's mess sergeant said when | opened my restaurant in 1946 he 
came and | have pictures of him here smiling generalized now has suffered the first of his seven heart 
attacks in 1955 during his first presidential term he also had ill ì\itís and in 1957 a stroke while still in office in 
an interview with NBC News correspondent reisher late in 1965 shortly after his 75th birthday former 
President Eisenhower expressed his thoughts about the office of president and about his own period in office 
here is part of the interview the president your book you talk about your health problems intimated that you 
came modernly close to resigning in 57 after that slight stroke we all know | came there | said this here is 
something for the first time that where | found for a while | couldn't speak | couldn't find the right to work | 
knew what | wanted to say but | couldn't say it now if | 
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to say but | couldn't say it now if | were gonna have a difficulty like this there would recur and no one knew 
whether it would | had to go ahead for a test | said up for myself namely carrying out my plan to go to him to 
NATO with the heads of government meeting there and if | got to that all right | thought there was no need for 
me thinking about this anymore but naturally far more than a heart attack or my le itis operation this one 
bothered me is meaning when you might finally become just mentally incapable of doing anything and people 
it out of sympathy for you might not get rid of he's going to they should what about the point that some 
people made at the time of the u-2 incident they said that you should not have accepted responsibility for it 
and thus give mr. Khrushchev an out rain that is assumed that something of this importance had gone ahead 
for three-four years as it had and that when we were finally found out and we knew that they knew we were 
doing it see ain't you'll ever do you read often track part of their their own radar tracks so when | now go to a 
meeting with mr. crickshaw and he's day we start to an arguing about something and he said well what about 
why should | listen to you you don't even know what's going on in your own government the idea of me 
pretending to the lies that yeah | should allow such thing as this is happening and | say | could put it on as 
some down some underling this is a grave responsibility and I'd assumed it but on top of that in the long run 
a part of the American people think I've you've found a scapegoat non you've gotten rid of him and of course 
later you'd have to admit that you'd been responsible all 
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admit that you'd been responsible all the time | it just that makes sense now in the early days of them of you 
might say more formal diplomacy this might have gone but now when you were going to meet a man and 
they have to say well please | don't know what's going on in my own government well you wouldn't have 
gotten very far with a man like crucial you wanted all the cards on the table well | just wanted this | wanted to 
be it was better for him to think of if there's someone that had made a blunder they was to make him think | 
didn't know anything about my government hysterically he had many times described himself as a political 
moderate and as a moderate in foreign affairs he was in fact a man so wary of extremes in any direction that 
many people now look back to his administration as the good old days Eisenhower was born in Denison 
Texas on October 14th 1890 the son of David Eisenhower a railroad mechanic and storekeeper and his wife 
the former Ida Stover and his parents took him to Abilene Kansas when he was a year old there he grew up 
this is the first house in Abilene in which Eisenhower lived a perfect example of the American Gothic 
celebrated by Grant Wood Eisenhower is at the left with four of his brothers second lieutenant Dwight 
Eisenhower resplendent in dress White's pose with his bride the former Mamie Geneva dog shortly after their 
wedding in Denver on July 1st 1916 General George Marshall sent Eisenhower to Europe to draw up a plan 
for fighting the Germans during World War two and then much drives our surprise named him to execute it 
somewhere in Britain just before the invasion of Europe in June of 1944 Eisenhower supervised tank 
maneuvers the war in Europe ended in Charles DeGaulle no longer rebuffed by the Allies had the supreme 
pleasure of decorating the man who led them to victory eyes now as returned to the United States was 
triumphant and included the reunion with his wife his mother's comment on what he 
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his wife his mother's comment on what he had done was | knew he would win for Dwight always got what he 
went after the man who were so long refused to run for president finally was nominated by the Republicans 
in Chicago in 1952 Richard Nixon his running mate posed with him in this picture president-elect Eisenhower 
made good on a campaign promise to go to Korea to try to end the war there On January 20th 1953 he took 
the oath of office from chief justice Fred Vinson ice now | like to hunt and fish but his special enthusiasms 
were reserved for painting he had no illusions about what he could do and golf and there too he was without 
illusions on Christmas Day 1956 the president was photographed with his youngest grandchild Mary Jane 
Eisenhower at the White House as often as not the president wore bowties and sports jackets former 
President Eisenhower and President Kennedy talked about the Cuban Missile Crisis at its height during this 
Eisenhower visit to Camp David in 1962 President Johnson whose feelings toward Eisenhower would once 
warm respectful and constant visited him and Walter Reed Army Medical Center last June and President 
Nixon visited him in February the president was accompanied by news men who had covered both men 


when Eisenhower was president and mr. Nixon pointed out several of them the country stock exchanges will 
be closed Monday the day a former President Eisenhower state funeral David on his birthday last year 
General Eisenhower was in his room at Walter Reed Hospital and the army sent a band outside his window 
to play a little music for it he and mrs. Eisenhower came to the window to listen and the wave to the people 
outside and that was his last more-or-less public appearance [Music] 


00:30:07 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LxNJZCtgl0s&t=1807s 





[Music] 
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[Applause] goodnight jet and | did and good night or NBC News in the Washington National Cathedral his 
body was brought there from the rotunda of the US Capitol where it lay in state for about a day and where his 
coffin the Steve one prescribed for soldiers covered with an American flag had been seen by tens of 
thousands of people 
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[Music] 
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[Music] 
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let us pray Almighty God father of mercies and giver of all comfort deal graciously we pray thee with all those 
who mourn this day the casting every care on thee they may know the consolation of thy love the healing of 
thy Grace and the companionship of thy presence through Jesus Christ our Lord Eternal Father in whom we 
live and move and have our being draw us close to thee and let thy light and joy fill our souls as we offer unto 
thee the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts for the mystery and wonder of life here and Hereafter we 
thank thee to deepen the human heart is an unquenchable trust that life does not end with death but the 
father who made us will care for us beyond the bounds of vision even as he has cared for us in this earthly 
pilgrimage we praise thy name that our hope has been so wondrously confirmed in the life the words and the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ we give thee thanks for all the sacred memories and hallowed 
recollections which cluster about this hour we thank thee for thy servant Dwight David for his goodly heritage 
his godly parents his boyhood home and early training and for his 
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home and early training and for his beloved companion of the year we thank thee for the nobility of his 
manhood the integrity of his person the hospitality of his mind and the magnanimity of his spirit for his 
steadfastness under provocation for his gifts of reconciliation for his kindness and his firmness for his 
compassion and mercy for his warm friendship his transparent spirituality his patience in suffering and for all 
that endeared him to the multitudes of mankind especially do we thank thee for his Christian testimony for 
the depth and durability of his faith for his constant witness to the spiritual basis of our common life for his 
steadfastness in seeking to know and to do thy will and for his daily walk with thee we thank thee too for all 
the human graces with which thou didst endow him for his sheer joy in living for his infectious humour his 
sportsman and competitor his love of beauty and his efforts to express it on canvas and in word for his love 
of family and for the sanctity of his home o God in whose sovereign will is the destiny of men and Nations 
who are at the God of history and beyond history we give these special thanks for the magnitude of his public 
service for 
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the magnitude of his public service for his military prowess in defense of freedom for his leadership in 
winning and conserving the peace for his high service as president of the Republic we give thee thanks for 
his vast labors transcending all parties and factions and company encompassing all men and for his high 
vision of the better world toward which all men of goodwill strive and for his devotion to that higher kingdom 
the ruler of which is God and the law of which is love Oh eternal father suffer us not to miss the glory of this 
hour may a new spirit arise in us this day give us eyes to see and hearts to feel the undaunted courage the 
invincible faith the Unconquered Belov of thy servant Dwight David that we may be true as he was true loyal 
as he was loyal that we may henceforth be good enough and great enough for our times through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and now o father who doest all things well with thankful hearts that thou hast given him to us 
for a season we give thy servant white David back to thy tender care until the shadows flee away and the 
brighter day dawns when the visible and invisible are as one in thy perfect 
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invisible are as one in thy perfect kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord amen [Music] under God's gracious 
mercy and protection we commit Dwight David the Lord bless and keep him the Lord make his face to shine 
upon him and be gracious unto Him the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon him and grant him his 
peace this day and forevermore and now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the everlasting covenant make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight through Jesus 
Christ to whom be glory for ever and ever [Music] 
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[Music] when the funeral service was over the coffin was taken to Union Station for the train trip to Abilene 
Kansas where the general will be buried earlier one of his brothers Milton Eisenhower was taken to Walter 
Reed Army Hospital for observation he became ill in his hotel room before the funeral while the family was 
waiting for the service both a soldier and president eyes Nora was a modest man but there were times when 
he felt impelled to defend himself in 1966 someone never identified asked him for a list of the things he felt 
his administration had achieved he sent the letter to his former press secretary James Haggerty and 
yesterday Haggerty made the letter public General Eisenhower listed 23 things among them passage of the 
first civil rights law in 80 years establishment of the Department of Health Education and Welfare the sending 
of federal troops in the Little Rock to enforce school desegregation law and in the field of Foreign Affairs he 
cited his ending of the Korean War the ballistic missile and Polaris submarine programs and his efforts to 
prevent 
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programs and his efforts to prevent communist domination in such countries as Guatemala Lebanon and 
South Vietnam all these were in areas which are as pressing today as they were then this morning President 
Nixon who is committed to many of the same things his chief was met with one of the chief critics of 
American foreign policy in recent years president de Gaulle of France the Eisenhower family wanted the train 
to Abilene to roll across the country without attracting attention and at first they asked its route of travel be 
kept secret but somehow people found out anyway and by the thousands they have lined up at trackside at 
stations along the way holding flags singing saluting and otherwise expressing affection and respect well the 
family was so moved by this they finally asked that the route of travel be published and they hung an 
American flag on the side of the Train here's a report from NBC News correspondent Fred Briggs it was cold 
and damp when the train reached Huntington shortly before dawn but a thousand people were waiting they 
had heard it would stop to change crews so they arranged a brief ceremony a spokesman for the 
Eisenhower family thank you are no words to express the feeling that we have for this display here today for 
this morning and | know the general would have a cheer here today thank you very very much the train 
crossed into Kentucky where it followed the Ohio River for almost 150 miles then across the river into 


Cincinnati the halfway point between Washington and Abilene the train pulled into the terminal right on 
schedule but the press and the public were kept out of the building while the train was here there was to 
have been a 
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train was here there was to have been a brief ceremony involving Ohio's governor James Rhodes but this 
was canceled at the last minute that the specific request of the Eisenhower family the train was washed here 
and the engines were changed during a stopover black crepe and the American flag were taped to the 
baggage car bearing the casket it was done up mrs. Eisenhower's request he said that schoolchildren would 
now be able to see which car it was at no the train entered Indiana rural Indiana where the hills start to soften 
into flat Midwestern farmland the kind of land that goes all the way to Abilene the burial tomorrow will be at 
10:00 on NB the honors the rites and the ceremonies were completed today and the body of Dwight D 
Eisenhower was interred in a small spired chapel in his hometown Abilene Kansas as the body was 
committed to the Chappell vault a retired Army chaplain Major General Luther Miller intoned the words unto 
God's gracious mercy we commend you old friend only 300 people including the still living members of 
general Eisenhower's high school graduating class were invited to the ceremonies but an estimated 100,000 
persons were on the streets of Abilene whose population is about 8,000 when the generals funeral train left 
Washington the family had hoped to keep its roots secret but it leaked out and finally the family recognizing 
the affection and admiration the American people had for 
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admiration the American people had for eisenhower permitted it to be made public so that people might see 
the train as it passed through their cities today it stopped in st. Louis and mrs. Eisenhower came out and 
thanked the people gathered there for their tributes respectful of David what's your reaction the same way oh 
crap the train arrived in Abilene early this morning many of the dignitaries already were there many arrived 
shortly thereafter mrs. Eisenhower said that although he traveled the world he always thought of and loved 
his town of Abilene here he spent his boyhood days and here his character was formed and shaped in the 
eisenhower family because of his Kansas heritage it is most fitting that he be laid to rest near his family 
home 
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laid to rest near his family home President Nixon quoted the general as saying once | come from the heart of 
America and so it is to the heart of America General Eisenhower has returned today well done good and 
faithful servant enter into the joy of your master [Music] Oh [Music] 


END 


